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Festival fur Dokumentarfilm und Diskurs
18.-27.5.2012 // Forum Stadtpark / Graz / Osterreich




FILMAUSWAHL

...denn wir leben von der gleichen Luft

Deutschland, 2011, 45 min, OV mit deutschen Untertiteln
Regie: Andrea Plöger, Sabine Weber


Unter dem Motto „Für Bewegungsfreiheit und gerechte Entwicklung“ zogen zwischen dem 25. Januar und dem 11. Februar 2011 bis zu 500 Aktivist_innen von der malischen Hauptstadt Bamako zum 11. Weltsozialforum in Dakar/Senegal. Organisiert wurde die Karawane von Afrique-Europe-Interact, einem neuen, zukunftsweisenden afrikanisch-europäischen Netzwerk, an dem vor allem Basisinitiativen aus Mali, Burkina Faso, Deutschland, Österreich und den Niederlanden beteiligt sind. Die beiden Dokumentarfilmerinnen Andrea Plöger und Sabine Weber haben die Karawane begleitet. Ihr Film zeigt nicht nur die Aktivitäten an den unterschiedlichen Stationen der Karawane, in zahlreichen Interviews mit Teilnehmer_nnen werden auch die strukturellen Hintergründe von Flucht und Migration näher beleuchtet - zudem berichten mehrere Abgeschobene von den massiven Menschenrechtsverletzungen, die sie insbesondere in der Wüste erlebt haben.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tawacX7MMZI
Website: http://www.afrique-europe-interact.net


A Few Brave People (Bir Avuç Cesur İnsan)

Türkei, 2011 , 87 min, OF mit  mit deutschen Untertiteln

Regie: Rüya Arzu Köksal


A Few Brave People dokumentiert den Kampf, den die Bewohner_innen der türkischen Schwarzen-Meer-Region führen, um ihre Flüsse und somit ihre Existenzgrundlage gegen den Bau von Staudämmen zu schützen. Viele Fischarten wurden bereits ausgerottet und ganze Bienenkolonien sind mitsamt der Vielfalt der Flora vom Aussterben bedroht. Von dem rücksichtslosen Vorgehen der Behörden verärgert, organisieren sich Bäuer_innen und Bauern sowie betroffene Anwohner_innen und kämpfen nun gemeinsam gegen den Bau von weiteren Staudämmen. Ihnen liegt nicht nur die ökologische Bewahrung ihrer Umwelt am Herzen, sie haben auch per Grundgesetz ein Recht auf die Erhaltung der Täler. Dieses Recht wird von der türkischen Regierung, im Schatten des internationalen Wettbewerbes um die privatisierte Energieproduktion, rigoros vernachlässigt.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ5m6A04xk8


A Fierce Green Fire
The Battle for a Living Planet

Sneak Preview!

USA, 2012, 110 min, English OV
Directed by: Mark Kitchell

It’s the largest movement the world has ever seen, and maybe the most important - in terms of what’s at stake. Yet it’s not easy being green. Environmentalists have been reviled as much as revered, for being killjoys and Cassandras. Every battle begins as a lost cause and even the victories have to be fought for again and again. Still, environmentalism is one of the great social innovations of the twentieth century, and one of the keys to the twenty-first. It has arisen at a key juncture in history, when humans have come to rival nature as a power determining the fate of the earth. 

A Fierce Green Fire tells stories of environmental activism - people trying to save the planet, their homes, their lives, the future. It aims at creating the first big-picture overview of environmentalism - covering iconic events of the past 50 years, including the rising conservation ethic of the 1960s that culminated in the first Earth Day in 1970, rescuing the people of Love Canal from toxic chemicals, saving whales and the Amazon rainforest. Finally, the film examines the origins of climate change with the accompanying political paralysis and the grassroots movements that are beginning to transform industrial society and put us on a path to sustainability. 

Featuring: Bill McKibben, Marina Silva, Paul Watson, Elizabeth Kolbert, Carl Pope, Stephanie Mills, Wolfgang Sachs, and many more. Narrated by: Robert Redford.

A Fierce Green Fire premiered at this year's Sundance Festival. Crossroads is very proud to host its European premiere!

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7uFGJDCluY
Website: http://www.afiercegreenfire.com


A River Runs Through Us 

Austrian premiere!

Mexico/USA, 2011 , 23 min, OV with English subtitles

Directed by: Carla Pataky, Lori Pottinger 

A River Runs Through Us is a personal and hopeful introduction to one of the biggest threats facing our world's lifelines, as told by the people at the forefront of the global movement. Filmed at Rivers for Life 3 - a 2010 gathering of 350 river activists from 50 countries in rural Mexico - this documentary touches on issues such as how climate change will affect rivers and dams, what happens to communities displaced by or living downstream of large dams, and what kinds of solutions exist that both preserve our life-giving waterways while meeting our needs for energy and water.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8llNkt8UDys
Website: http://www.internationalrivers.org


A Sea Change


USA, 2009, 88min, Eng OV
Directed by: Barbara Ettinger

Imagine a world without fish. It’s a frightening premise, and it’s happening right now. The Award winning documentary A Sea Change follows the journey of retired history teacher Sven Huseby on his quest to discover what is happening to the world’s oceans. After reading Elizabeth Kolbert’s “The Darkening Sea” Sven becomes obsessed with the rising acidity of the oceans and what this “sea change” bodes for mankind. His quest takes him to Alaska, California, Washington, and Norway as he uncovers a worldwide crisis that most people are unaware of. Speaking with oceanographers, marine biologists, climatologists, and artists, Sven discovers that global warming is only half the story of the environmental catastrophe that awaits us. 

Excess carbon dioxide is dissolving in our oceans, changing sea water chemistry. The more acidic water makes it difficult for tiny creatures at the bottom of the food web to form their shells. The effects could work their way up to the fish 1 billion people depend upon for their source of protein. 

A Sea Change is also a touching portrait of Sven’s relationship with his grandchild Elias. As Sven keeps a correspondence with the little boy, he mulls over the world that he is leaving for future generations. A disturbing and essential companion piece to An Inconvenient Truth, A Sea Change brings home the indisputable fact that our lifestyle is changing the earth, despite our rhetoric or wishful thinking. 

“Ocean acidification is the flip side of global warming and if you have children, grandchildren or any investment in life as we know it continuing on this planet, this is a must-see film.” - Marin Maven 

“Like “An Inconvenient Truth,” this film is both a love letter to the planet and an urgent plea to its citizens.” - Justin Berton, San Francisco Chronicle

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZDRF1pOLpg
Website: http://www.aseachange.net


A Wild Idea

European premiere!

Ecuador/USA, 2011, 26 min, OV with English Subtitles
Directed by: Verónica Moscoso Cordero

A Wild Idea is a documentary about the Yasuní-ITT Initiative, Ecuador's unprecedented proposal for fighting global climate change: In exchange for payments from the world community, the country will leave untouched its largest oil reserves. The film takes the viewer to the Ecuadorian Amazon, capturing the rain forest's stunning biodiversity. The film also focuses in the millions of barrels of oil lying beneath a place known as the ITT Block. Exploiting the ITT seemed to be the logical step Ecuador had to take, but political changes have changed the way the country views oil development. Through testimony representing different perspectives and rich archival video, A Wild Idea shows how the seemingly utopian ideal of keeping valuable oil underground turned into an official proposal. As the film progresses, the complex initiative becomes easy to understand. The audience sees what's at stake if the proposal is not accepted. And the political twists and turns that made it possible and that could also threaten the success of this revolutionary idea. If accepted, the Yasuní-ITT initiative will protect perhaps the most biodiverse place on Earth. It would also respect the rights of indigenous people. And it would avoid the emission of hundreds of millions of tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. A Wild Idea is a thought provoking film that explores the complexity of oil development within a fragile ecosystem, its local and global implications, and its effects on the planet as a whole.

Trailer: http://vimeo.com/26254822
Website: http://awildidea-movie.com


Call of Life: Facing the Mass Extinction

Austrian premiere!

USA, 2010, 90 min, English OV
Directed by: Monte Thompson

All over the world species are becoming extinct at an astonishing rate, from 1.000 to 10.000 times faster than normal. If current trends continue, scientists warn that within a few decades at least half of all plant and animal species on Earth will disappear forever. The loss of biodiversity has become so severe that scientists are calling it a "mass extinction" event - only the 6th in the history of planet earth, the first one driven by one single species - homo sapiens.

Call of Life: Facing the Mass Extinction is the first feature documentary to investigate the growing threat to Earth's life support systems from this unprecedented loss of biodiversity. Through interviews with leading scientists, psychologists, anthropologists, philosophers, and indigenous and religious leaders, the film explores the causes, the scope, and the potential effects of the mass extinction, but also looks beyond the immediate causes of the crisis to consider how our cultural and economic systems, along with deep-seated psychological and behavioral patterns, have allowed this situation to develop, continue to reinforce it, and even determine our response to it. 

Call of Life tells the story of a crisis not only in nature, but also in human nature, a crisis more threatening than anything human beings have ever faced before.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=891jvgSdnoU
Website: http://calloflife.org



Death of a Forest

Austrian premiere!

USA, 2011, 15 min, English OV
Directed by: Michael Pellegatti


With global warming evident in many places around the world, the forests of North America are in dire trouble. The pine beetle and pine trees have co-evolved until the past two to three decades. The numbers of beetles have been kept in check by cold winters that would kill the beetles, thus limiting their lifespan and ability to reproduce. However, with warmer temperatures during the winters, the beetles are surviving in astounding numbers and are killing the forests of the western United States and Canada. To date, millions of acres of forests and billions of trees are dead and there is no end in sight. Some estimates predict that by 2013, 80 percent of the North American forests could be gone. In addition, we are losing forests that otherwise provide a carbon sink for our production of greenhouse gases, and as the trees die, they emit more carbon dioxide back into the atmosphere.

Nothing, except very cold winter weather, will stop the beetles.


Die Ökonomie des Glücks

USA, 2011, 60 min, OF mit deutschen Untertiteln
Regie: Helena Norberg-Hodge, Steven Gorelick, John Page

Wirtschaftliche Globalisierung hat zu massiver Expansion und Machterweiterung von Großunternehmen und Banken geführt, wodurch die Probleme verschärft wurden, mit denen wir heute konfrontiert sind. „Die Ökonomie des Glücks" identifiziert die Ursachen der aktuellen Krisen - vom Klimawandel über das Finanzchaos bis hin zur steigenden Arbeitslosigkeit und Depression - und bietet Lösungen an. 

Der Film zeigt die Verbindungen zwischen den drängenden Problemen unserer Zeit auf und führt sie auf das globale, nicht nachhaltige Wirtschaftssystem zurück. In einer beeindruckend deutlichen Weise gelingt es der Dokumentation, die komplexen wirtschaftlichen, ökologischen und sozialen Zusammenhänge verständlich und nachvollziehbar darzustellen. Wissenschaftler_innen und Aktivist_innen aus der ganzen Welt argumentieren für eine Lokalisierung wirtschaftlichen Handelns als wichtige Strategie um unserem Planeten, unseren Gesellschaften und uns selbst zu einem besseren Leben zu verhelfen. 

Der Film zeigt, dass unsere Probleme systembedingt sind. Dennoch zeigen unzählige Initiativen einen Weg zu demokratischeren, menschlicheren, ökologischen und lokalen Ökonomien - zur „Ökonomie des Glücks". Die Dokumentation regt dazu an, darüber nachzudenken, ob und wie auch das eigene Handeln lokal und nachhaltig gestaltet werden kann und provoziert eine Auseinandersetzung mit den eigenen Annehmlichkeiten und ihren globalen Auswirkungen.

Wir hören Stimmen aus sechs Kontinenten - u.a. jene von Vandana Shiva, Bill McKibben, Keibo Oiwa, Juliet Schor, Samdhong Rinpoche und Richard Heinberg. Sie alle sagen uns, dass der Klimawandel und das Ölfördermaximum (Peak Oil) uns keine Wahl lassen: wir müssen wieder lokal wirtschaften. Die gute Nachricht ist, dass wir auf diese Art nicht nur die Erde retten, sondern auch unser Wohlbefinden wiedererlangen können.

Trailer: http://vimeo.com/16474090
Website: http://www.theeconomicsofhappiness.org/dieoekonomiedesgluecks


Ekümenopolis: Stadt ohne Grenzen

Türkei, 2011, 88 min, OF mit deutschen Untertiteln
Regie: İmre Azem

Ekümenopolis: Stadt ohne Grenzen erzählt in ausdrucksstarken Bildern und mit aufschlussreichen Interviews die Geschichte und die Bedingungen der neoliberalen Zerstörung Istanbuls. Es ist das Istanbul, das in kurzer Zeit von 15 auf 30 Millionen Einwohner_innen wächst. Es ist das Istanbul, wo die Anzahl der Autos von 2 auf 6 Millionen anschwillt. Es ist das Istanbul der Zukunft, das die ganze Region verschlingt. Es ist das Istanbul, mit dem Big Player Monopoly spielen, während sie es in eine Global City verwandeln. Es ist das Istanbul, dass du vorher so nie gesehen hast.

„In Istanbul wurden die ökologischen Grenzen überschritten, die Bevölkerungsgrenzen, die ökonomische Grenzen. Wenn Sie mich fragen, wohin das alles führen wird, werde ich Doğan Kuban zitieren: Chaos.“ - Mücella Yapici, Architekt_innenkammer Istanbul

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEzqu_z9fRo
Website: http://www.ekumenopolis.net/#/en_US


Five Star Existence

Austrian premiere!

Finland, 2011, 90 min, OV with English subtitles

Directed by: Sonja Lindén

Machines make our daily life easier in many ways but have they made us freer - or happier?

Five Star Existence is the director Sonja Lindén’s personal and sensitive quest to the core of the modern information society where technology and human being get more and more entwined. It explores our society being on the verge of turning ubiquitous - a wireless society, where the laws of time, space and distance are revolutionizing the concept of liaison. Do the consequences of the technological revolution increase our freedom or do they limit us? Is it possible to find a balance between one’s own natural rhythm and the society that spins at an ever increasing speed, demanding a lot from us? Are we chasing the echoes of our lost inner wholeness in our everyday lives, which are becoming busier, more fragmented and more rational than ever before?

Trailer: http://vimeo.com/32799039
Website: http://www.avanton.fi/fivestarexistence/en


Just Do It - a tale of modern-day outlaws 

UK, 2011, 90 min, OF mit deutschen Untertiteln
Regie: Emily James

Just Do It dokumentiert mitreißend die Aktionen leidenschaftlicher junger Umweltaktivist_innen. Über den Lauf eines Jahres hat die Regisseurin Emily James verschiedene Aktivist_innen durch sämtliche Höhen und Tiefen begleitet. So erfährt mensch, wie ein Kraftwerk am besten besetzt wird, welche Rechte verhafteten Protestierenden zustehen und dass partizipatorische Entscheidungsfindungsprozesse ihre Tücken haben. Just Do It ist ein Film, der Mut und Hoffnung macht, indem er zeigt, dass es Menschen gibt, die sich über die Zukunft dieses Planeten nicht nur Gedanken machen, sondern auch entschlossen Handeln, um für ihre eigenen Visionen einzustehen.


Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zavTd31qxho
Website: http://justdoitfilm.com


La Via Campesina in Bewegung - Ernährungssouveränität jetzt!

Erste Vorführung mit deutschen Untertiteln!

Planet Erde, 2011, 20 min, OF mit deutschen Untertiteln
Regie: La Via Campesina

Die globale Bäuer_innen- und Landlosen-Bewegung La Via Campesina hat eine neue Kurz-Dokumentation zusammengestellt, die ihren weltweiten Kampf für eine kleinteilige bäuerliche Landwirtschaft und Ernährungssouveränität darstellt. Protagonist_innen der Bewegung aus allen Kontinenten sprechen über ihre Geschichte, ihre politischen Standpunkte, Bestrebungen, Ziele und Visionen.

Website: http://viacampesina.org/en


LoveMEATender

Belgien, 2011, 63 min, OF mit deutschen Untertiteln
Regie: Manu Coeman 

Vom Sonntagsbraten zum täglichen Luxus: LoveMEATender hinterfrägt den Stellenwert, den der Konsum von Fleisch in unserem Leben heute hat - immer mehr, immer billiger soll es ein. Für die Fleischproduktion werden Ressourcen wie Land und Wasser fern des Lebensalltags der Konsument_innen ausgebeutet. Umweltverschmutzung, Klimawandel: die Erde zahlt schon einen höheren Preis. Die Auswirkungen auf den menschlichen Organismus reichen von Fettleibigkeit zu Krebs bis zur Resistenz gegen Antibiotika. Tiere werden vor allem in der industriellen Massentierhaltung zu Objekten degradiert. Diese Konsequenzen für Umwelt, Mensch und Tier entlang der Produktionskette bleiben oft außen vor. LoveMEATender ist ein Film, der das ändert und zudem mit alternativen Handlungsangeboten aufwartet. Zu Wort kommen u.a. Jane Goodall, Vandana Shiva, Rajendra Pachauri und Paul McCartney.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54STn7uGDHM
Website: http://lovemeatender.eu


Pink Saris

India/UK, 2010, 96 min, OV with English subtitles
Directed by: Kim Longinotto 


„A girl’s life is cruel...A woman’s life is very cruel“, notes Sampat Pal, the complex protagonist at the center of Pink Saris, internationally acclaimed director Kim Longinotto’s latest foray into the lives of extraordinary women. Sampat should know - like many others she was married as a young girl into a family which made her work hard and beat her often. But unusually, she fought back, leaving her in-laws and eventually becoming famous as a champion for beleaguered women throughout Uttar Pradesh, many of whom find their way to her doorstep. Like Rekha, a fourteen year old Untouchable, who is three months pregnant and homeless - unable to marry her unborn child’s father because of her low caste. Fifteen year old Renu's husband from an arranged marriage has abandoned her, her father-in-law has been raping her and she's threatening to throw herself under a train. Both young women, frightened and desperate, reach out for their only hope: Sampat Pal and her Gulabi Gang, Northern India’s women vigilantes in pink. 

Pink Saris is an unflinching and often amusing look at these unlikely political activists and their charismatic leader; in extraordinary scenes, we watch Sampat launch herself into the centre of family dramas, witnessed by scores of spectators, convinced her mediation is the best path for these vulnerable girls. Her partner Babuji, who has watched Sampat change over the years, is less certain... 

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbxeCKExH48
Website: http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c789.shtml


Planeat

Österreich-Premiere!

UK, 2011, 72 min, OF mit deutschen Untertiteln
Regie: Shelley Lee Davies


Was ist bloß schief gelaufen? Warum ist die Anzahl der Herz-Kreislauf- und Krebserkrankungen in den letzten Jahren so drastisch gestiegen? Warum schmelzen wegen der Weise, wie wir uns ernähren und unsere Nahrungsmittel produzieren die Polkappen? Warum sterben die Ozeane? Warum werden die Wälder zerstört?

Planeat ist der erste Filme, der vor dem Hintergrund köstlicher Speisen (produziert von Biobäuer_innen und zubereitet von weltbekannten Köch_innen), die Forschungsergebnisse von drei prominenten Wissenschaftlern zusammenfügt, die es zu ihrer Lebensaufgabe gemacht haben, diese Fragen zu beantworten. Dr. T. Colin Campbell, der in China die Zusammenhänge von Ernährung und Krankheiten studiert, Dr. Caldwell Esselstyn, der Ernährungsumstellungen zur Behandlung chronisch Herzkranker nutzt und Professor Gidon Eshel, der erforscht, wie die Wahl unserer Nahrungsmittel zum Klimawandel, zu verschwänderischer Landnutzung und zur Zerstörung der Ozeane beiträgt.

Planeat inspiriert dazu, betreffend unserer Ernährung die richtigen Entscheidungen zu treffen. Sie können das Risiko von Herzerkrankungen und Krebs drastisch verringern und dabei helfen, unsere Lebensgrundlagen zu erhalten und nachhaltige Lebensweisen zu entwickeln während wir den Genuss köstlicher Lebensmittel zelebrieren.

Trailer: http://vimeo.com/3018137
Website: http://planeat.tv


Raising Resistance

Deutschland/Schweiz, 2011, 84 min, OF mit deutschen Untertiteln
Regie: Bettina Borgfeld, David Bernet

Wenn der paraguayische Kleinbauer Geronimo auf seinem Stück Land steht, sieht er bis zum Horizont nur Sojaplantagen. Jahr für Jahr werden die Monokulturen größer. Gentechnisch verändertes Soja kann nur durch die Vernichtung aller anderen Pflanzen wachsen. Das bedroht die Existenz von Geronimo und der anderen Bauern und Bäuer_innen, zu deren Felder die Pestizide herüberwehen. Die Regierung ist auf Seiten der mächtigen Agrarindustrie. Die Bäuer_innen und Bauern helfen sich selbst - und suchen die direkte Konfrontation mit den Sojabaronen. 

Der Dokumentarfilm Raising Resistance von Bettina Borgfeld und David Bernet erzählt vom Kampf der Campesinos, der Kleinbauern Paraguays, gegen die sich immer aggressiver im Land ausbreitende Gen-Soja-Produktion und beschreibt anhand dieses Konfliktes die globalen Auswirkungen, die der Einsatz modernster Gentechnik im 21. Jahrhundert auf Mensch und Natur hat. Eine Parabel über das Verdrängen von Leben, von Menschen, von der Vielfalt der Pflanzen und Kulturen. Und darüber wie Widerstand entsteht, sowohl beim Menschen als auch in der Natur.

Trailer: http://vimeo.com/30559272
Website: http://www.raising-resistance.info


Some Place with a Mountain

Austrian premiere!

USA, 2010, 22 min, OV with English subtitles
Directed by: Steve Goodall

This tragic yet hopeful documentary tells the story of a small group of Island Atolls in the tropical Pacific that are disappearing because of sea rise. Travel to the home islands of a very special group of pacific islanders, the Lapita Navigators. The forefathers of many cultures in the tropical Pacific. They are losing their homes and crops because of sea level rise. Their livelihood and culture are dramatically threatened as the islands they live on are flooding day by day. A sailor, Steve Goodall, came across them on his travels and discovered they knew nothing about the current forecasts for sea level rise. Once informed they asked for his help. Steve took their statements, filmed their lifestyles and traveled to the Island of Yap to look for land. This is the story of their ancient culture and their flight to a new Island, Someplace with a Mountain.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUZ2O2iU36M
Website: http://www.someplacewithamountain.org


SPOIL

Austrian premiere!

Canada, 2011, 44 min, English OV
Directed by: Trip Jennings

SPOIL follows seven world famous photographers and the Gitga'at first nation people of British Columbia in their search for the illusive spirit bear. In the challenge of just 10 days, their mission is to create images of this rare bear and the unique ecosystem that it relies on before a proposed oil pipeline from the Alberta tar sands threatens to SPOIL it. At risk is an intact and rare-in-the-world temperate rain forest that is home not only to the spirit bear (globally rarer than the panda), but also to a host of other animals such as genetically distinct wolves and to an array of marine mammals. The multi-award winning, beautiful documentary SPOIL gives an inspiring look at the interconnectedness of this coastal ecosystem existing in symbiosis with the indigenous communities that have lived there for thousands of years.

Trailer:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GLS2fBxCi0
Website: http://www.pacificwild.org



The Big Fix

USA, 2011, 89min, English OV
Directed by: Josh and Rebecca Tickell

On April 22, 2010 the Deepwater Horizon offshore drilling rig sank into the Gulf of Mexico creating the worst oil spill in history. Until the oil well was killed on September 19th, 205 million gallons of crude oil and over 1.8 million gallons of chemical dispersant spread into the sea. By exposing the root causes of the spill, filmmakers Josh and Rebecca Tickell un- cover a vast network of corruption. The Big Fix is a damning indictment of a system of government led by a powerful oligarchy that puts the pursuit of profit over all other human and environmental needs.

The filmmakers spent over a year of their lives along the Gulf Coast. While filming Rebecca was severely poisoned as a result of exposure to highly toxic crude oil and the Corexit dispersant. The result of their effort is a compelling indictment of both BP's and the Obama administration's response to the spill. Numerous Gulf coast residents; fishermen, sickened citizens, public officials, scientists, oil company officials, industry experts, and leading environmental attorneys speak to the spill and both the media's failure to report the story and the government's deliberate cooperation in assisting BP in covering up the true extent of the blowout. The Tickell's have produced a truly must-see documentary film which will inform, anger, and rouse to action a great many people who are fortunate enough to see it.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bg_fpr6XBFM
Website: http://www.thebigfixmovie.com


The Broken Moon

Austrian premiere!

Brazil, 2010, 70 min, OV with English subtitles

Directed by: Marcos Negrao, André Rangel

As climate change threatens their water supply, a family of Ladakhi nomads is torn between tradition and modernity. Beyond the mountains of the Western Himalaya, Sonam lives with his tribe in one of the most harsh and isolated regions of the planet, but a sudden change in the climate is drying most of the rivers and transforming several valleys into deserts, threatening his people’s survival. Unable to live in their traditional way and witnessing the collapse of his own people, Sonam starts a desperate quest to change their future.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zMBo_S4QwI
Website: http://www.enigmafilmes.com.br/en/productions/productions/broken.html


The Crisis of Civilization

Erste Vorführung mit deutschen Untertiteln!

UK, 2011, 82 min, OF mit deutschen Untertiteln
Regie: Dean Puckett  

Basierend auf dem aktuellen Buch des Politikwissenschaftlers Nafeez Mosaddeq Ahmed (A User’s Guide to the Crisis of Civilization: And How to Save It), bietet der Film eine spannende Einführung in die wichtigsten Ursachen der aktuellen sozial-ökologischen Krise. Mit einem Mini-Budget gelang es dem jungen Regisseur Dean Puckett, aus frei verfügbarem Fernseh-Archivmaterial, zahlreichen Interviews mit Ahmed und handgezeichneten Animationen von Lucca Benney eine sowohl inhaltlich als auch künstlerisch vollauf überzeugende filmische Collage zu kreieren. Die scharfe Analyse der Zusammenhänge von Wirtschaftskrise(n), Klimawandel, Ressourcenverknappung, Terrorismus und Hungersnöten als Symptome eines fehlerhaften Systems, bildet die Grundlage für eine kritische Auseinandersetzung mit den fundamentalen Problemen der westlichen Industriegesellschaften. Doch eine andere Welt ist möglich - das zeigt der Film, der den Fokus auch auf Lösungsansätze und Alternativen richtet, sehr deutlich.

Trailer: http://vimeo.com/32074939
Website: http://crisisofcivilization.com



The Man Who Stopped the Desert

UK, 2010, 62 min, OV with English Subtitles
Directed by: Mark Dodd


From a harsh, uncompromising land comes a story of hope.  Yacouba Sawadogo, an illiterate African peasant farmer, has succeeded where international agencies failed. He has transformed the lives of thousands of people across the Sahel, a bleak land between the Sahara desert and the wet forest of tropical Africa. During the 1970s and early 80s this vast region continued to creep southward, extending ever further into once agriculturally productive lands. Families abandoned their villages in search of food and water, but Yacouba Sawadogo, living right in the heart of the crisis in northern Burkina Faso, decided he would remain steadfast against the creeping desert. His 20-year struggle to revive, adapt and perfect an ancient farming technique known as Zai Yacouba has been internationally recognized for its success in reversing the process of desertification. Through cinematic reconstruction, Yacouba narrates his own gripping and dramatic story, revealing that his hardest battle was not with the elements, but with the people around him who would not accept his new agricultural methods. Perfectly pitched cinematography engages beautifully with a story that will leave you moved and inspired.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dzah_5y65AU
Website: http://1080films.co.uk/Yacoubamovie


The Last Mountain

Austrian premiere!

USA, 2011, 95 min, English OV
Directed by: Bill Haney

The fight for the last great mountain in America’s heartland pits a mining giant that wants to explode it for its coal against local families fighting to preserve their mountain, their heritage and their futures. The mining and burning of coal is at the epicenter of the United States’ struggle to balance its energy needs and environmental concerns, so the daring solution proposed by this small Appalachian community takes on national significance when Bobby Kennedy, Jr. joins the Appalachian families to fight the extraordinary and insidious power of Big Coal. A passionate and personal tale that highlights the extraordinary power of ordinary people when they fight for what they believe in, The Last Mountain showcases a battle for the future of energy that affects us all.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5wmUkpOCKE
Website: http://thelastmountainmovie.com



Tipping Point - The End of Oil

Austrian premiere!

Canada, 2011, 90 min, English OV
Directed by: Niobe Thompson, Tom Radford

The easy oil is gone. The age of the tar sands has begun. 

In Alberta the biggest construction project on the planet is wiping out a pristine wilderness and a Native people to feed the world's hunger for energy. What no one expected was for them to fight back. From the scientist whose research could ban the tar sands to Avatar director James Cameron's dramatic intervention, this shocking documentary is a journey through the David and Goliath struggle playing out within one of the major environmental issues of our age. Tipping Point helps us to better understand the trade-offs we make for energy as we approach the end of the age of oil.


Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLmicXfMjUc
Website: http://tippingpointdoc.ca


Up in Smoke 

Österreich-Premiere!

UK, 2011, 70 min, OF mit deutschen Untertiteln

Regie: Adam Wakeling

Up in Smoke ist ein Film über ein revolutionäres Verfahren, das den jährlichen CO2-Ausstoß in einer Größenordnung verringern könnte, die die Emissionen des kompletten weltweiten Flugverkehrs überträfe. Ein Film über eine der Hauptursachen für die Zerstörung der tropischen Regenwälder und den Klimawandel: „Slash and Burn Agriculture“ - Landwirtschaft mittels Brandrodung. 

Seit 25 Jahren arbeitet der britische Wissenschaftler Mike Hands an der Perfektionierung einer neuen Anbaumethode, mit der die Brandrodung endlich als gängige Form der Bewirtschaftung abgelöst werden könnte. Und tatsächlich - es ist ihm gelungen. Doch nun beginnt der schwierige Teil seiner Mission: Er muss Regierungen überzeugen, Behörden in Bewegung setzen und nicht zuletzt die Bauern und Bäuer_innen dazu bringen, sich auf eine neue Arbeitsweise einzulassen.

Up in Smoke ist ein Film über Kämpfe um Leben und Tod. Über das Ringen von Mike Hands darum, dass die Bedeutung seiner revolutionären Methode verstanden wird. Und über den Überlebenskampf der verarmten Bäuerinnen und Bauern, die es kaum riskieren können, sich in ihrer bitteren Not auf eine neue Anbaumethode einzulassen. Es ist ein Film über die absolute Notwendigkeit, die Zerstörung der Regenwälder zu stoppen und über die Kräfte, die dies verhindern wollen.

Mike Hands hat eine Lösung, aber ist die Welt bereit ihm zuzuhören?

Trailer: http://vimeo.com/15242189
Website: http://www.upinsmoke.tv


Uprising: Hip Hop & The LA Riots

Austrian premiere!

USA, 2012, 65 min, English OV
Directed by: Mark Ford

20 years after riots ripped through Los Angeles, "Uprising" documents how hip hop forecasted - and some say ignited - the worst civil unrest of the 20th century. The film revisits the riots in gripping detail and draws from a diverse collection of voices - the rappers, rioters, victims, police officers, journalists and everyday citizens of South Central Los Angeles. The documentary traces the rise of dissent in Los Angeles in the 80's and 90's and explores why citizens chose to rise up violently against police abuse and perceived injustices.

With definitive first-hand accounts and exclusive rare footage that was locked away and hasn’t been seen until now, Uprising gives an inside look at the four fiery days that left 53 people dead and over 12,000 arrested.

Featuring: Rodney King, Henry Watson, Ice Cube, Connie Rice, Ice-T, Nas, KRS-One, and many more.
Narrated by: Snoop Dogg

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQG1CQULmHQ


Urban Roots


Austrian premiere!

USA, 2011, 93min, English OV
Directed by: Mark MacInnis

Against all odds, in the boarded-up shops, empty lots and defunct factories, seeds of change are taking root in Detroit. With the most vacant lots in the country, citizens are reclaiming their spirits by growing food. A small group of dedicated citizens have started an urban environmental movement with the potential to transform not just a city after its collapse, but also a country after the end of its industrial age. Urban Roots shows dedicated Detroiters working tirelessly to fulfill their vision for locally-grown, sustainably farmed food in a city where people - as in much of the county - have found themselves cut off from real food and limited to the lifeless offerings of fast food chains and grocery stores stocked with processed food. The people of Detroit have taken on the enormous task of changing this for themselves, and to understand their story is to understand how we can change it for us all. It’s a story that in the most difficult of places, new hope emerges. This growing movement of urban farmers is changing the way people think about food-and life in the “D”. It took men like Henry Ford, William Durant, and Lee Iacocca to build this city, but it’s taken a bunch of strong willed self-taught urban farmers to save it.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpifS2GV660
Website: http://www.urbanrootsamerica.com


Waking the Green Tiger 

European premiere!

Canada, 2011, 78 min, OV with English subtitles

Directed by: Gary Marcuse

By declaring that nature must be conquered in the name of progress, Chairman Mao ushered in an era of environmental degradation for China. As glimpsed in archival footage (some of it seen outside China for the first time), citizens were mobilized to raze forests and slaughter animals. These rash actions laid waste to ecosystems and triggered a famine that killed tens-of-millions. Now, a new generation of environmentalists composed of activists, journalists, filmmakers and former politicians strives to preserve their natural wonders, educate their compatriots and encourage public debate. Gary Marcuse's stirring documentary celebrates the leaders of China's new revolution as they take aim at a hydroelectric dam project. 

A product of the VIFF Film & TV Forum's Storyville Vancouver program, this call-to-arms' refreshing air of optimism distinguishes it from the majority of environmental documentaries. While never once diminishing the threats posed by massive dams, it focuses on the sense of purpose and deep-seated passion such contentious undertakings instill in their opponents. As one rural villager proclaims, "When our homes are about to be destroyed, we have nothing to fear." Newly emboldened, these once-marginalized citizens become part of a "green hurricane" that's sweeping through China. We'd all do well to be swept up in their thrall.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hteaeedah4g
Website: http://www.facetofacemedia.ca/page.php?sectionID=2&pageID=107


When The Water Ends: Africa’s Climate Conflicts

Austrian premiere!

USA, 2010, 16 min, OV with English subtitles
Directed by: Evan Abramson

Meet the Turkana of Kenya, and the Dassanech, Nyangatom and Mursi of Ethiopia, among more than two dozen tribes whose lives and culture depend on the waters of the Omo River and the body of water into which it flows, Lake Turkana. For the past few decades, Lake Turkana’s water is disappearing. Tribes now have to cross each other’s territories in search of water and land. Armed with Kalashnikovs and M16s, they kill, raid livestock and attack their rival’s villages, displacing thousands each year. These are “some of the world’s first climate-change conflicts,” according to one U.N. official. But this story is not only about climate change. The Ethiopian government is building a dam on the upper Omo River that threatens to halt the annual flood cycles if completed, spiraling 800,000 tribesmen even further into conflict. The herdsmen we meet in this short film are caught up in forces over which they have no real control. Although they have done almost nothing to generate the greenhouse gas emissions that cause global warming, they may already be among its first casualties.

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjQK6xgloyY





